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The Kansas Preservation Alliance

is dedicated to preserving historic

places in Kansas.  We believe our

state's heritage is one of its

greatest assets - a source of pride

and an irreplaceable resource for

the future.

The Kansas Preservation Alliance, Inc. uses the image

of  the sunflower medallion with permission from W.E.

Norman Corporation, makers of architectural sheet

metal ornaments for nearly 100 years.

The

Kansas Preservation Allliance,

Inc. is supported by our

membership dues,

donations, and special project

grants.  We receive no state or

federal funding.

The "New" Old Abilene Town

What's new about Old Abilene Town?  The "redevelopment" that Historic Abilene,

Inc. (HAI), a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, has planned for the original 1958 Old Abilene

Town.  The City of Abilene sits at the north end of the historic Chisholm Trail where approxi-

mately 3 million long horn cattle were herded from Texas and boarded onto trains to ship east

to Kansas City, St. Louis and Chicago for processing after the Civil War.  Abilene was the

first cowtown in America and was also the wildest cowtown in the west.

The chief goal for developer and manager for Old Abilene Town, HAI's President,

Terry Teitjens, (former KPA Board Member), and Garry Adam, HAI co-founder and execu-

tive director, is not only to preserve the brick and mortar of the 1870's but to revive and revisit

the American legacy of the Kansas cowboy and cowtown history.

The redevelopment will be approximately 20 acres and will transform the equivalent

of 6-8 city blocks into an 1870's western theme park.  Old Abilene  Town Park site will have

over 65 buildings and site features and will be a mixed-use developed site with food, retail,

museums, and entertainment facilities.  Old Abilene Town will promote the cowtown history

with entertainment and education.  The park site itself will be comprised of three different

venues which include a Town, Country, and Heritage Park experience.

The Town portion of Old Abilene Town includes the historic 1884 Rock Island Train

Depot and a town square with 2-3 blocks of commercial establishments including a city hall,

bank, grocery and general stores, saloons, hotel and all the amenities one would need and find

in the 1870's.

The Country Park will be transformed into a barnyard setting to house the long horn

cattle, horses and other barnyard animals and their ancillary buildings and facilities
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A Message From the President

Dear Friends,

As I write this article it occurs to me that winter is now half over and we are

moving forward into the spring months.  Soon we will begin the job of cleaning out the

flowerbeds and replanting the annuals.  Seasons come and go and the rhythms of life

move on.

I think that preservation works somewhat in the same cycle.  While there are

those of us dedicated to preserving our history, there are many  others who could care

less and just "go with the flow" of the times.  Unfortunately, these cycles can be very

disruptive to our cause.  Anyone who lived through "urban renewal" has seen tremendous

loss in some of our wonderful historic structures.  Fortunately it is my perception that we

are currently in a cycle of working to restore and renovate, rather than bulldoze and

destroy.  Perhaps like me (a babyboomer) many have come to believe that the idea of

saving and restoring our heritage is indeed worthwhile.

I am amazed by the transformation that I see in the amount of old buildings in

Kansas City, MO being restored for loft apartments and other adaptive uses.  This is not

just a "big city" phenomena.  Older buildings all over our state in small and larger commu-

nities are seeing the same kind of transformation.  I hope that we can continue the

momentum of the cycle we find ourselves in!

As always KPA stands ready to assist you in your efforts.  I hope to see you at

the annual meeting in May.  Join us to learn more about implementing strategies to

continue the cycle of conservation and preservation.

Ken Bower

KPA Board Tours Hays

The Kansas Preservation Alliance directors held

a board meeting in Hays on November 5 that

included a tour led by Chuck Comeau, the

developer who has inspired the renaissance of

the commercial center of the city now taking

place.  Hays, settled just after the Civil War

near old Fort Hays, was a vibrant community

centered on its downtown until Route 183 was

re-routed to bypass the city and connect with

Interstate 70 to the north and most new busi-

nesses as well as existing businesses moved

out of downtown.

Comeau first proposed a downtown revitalization project for Hays in 2000 and the

Downtown Hays Development Corporation was formed that year.  The revitlization district

consits of about 50 blocks, bisected by the railroad tracks and Main Street.  The
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