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The Kansas Preservation Alliance
is dedicated to preserving historic
places in Kansas. We believe our
state's heritage is one of its
greatest assets - a source of pride
and an irreplaceable resource for
the future.
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2007 Awards for Excellence

Presented at the Annual Kansas Preservation Conference

Exemplary preservation projects were in abundance this year! KPA presented four
Medallions and two Honor Awards. There were also two Awards given for Preser-
vation Advocacy nominated by the State Historic Preservation Archeologist.

Medallion Award for Rehabilitation

Eisenhower Ridge - Leavenworth, KS
Nominated by the Preservation Alliance of Leavenworth

The buildings that comprise the Eisenhower Ridge project were originally built
as part of a planned community for disabled soldiers from the Civil War. The campus
in Leavenworth was started in 1885 and by 1890 there were 40 buildings. The West-
ern Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers included barracks,
mess hall and kitchen, staff housing, chapel, administration and library building, hospi-
tal, amusement halls, quar-
ters, stables, greenhouses,
and other facilities. In 1930
the National Home for Dis-
abled Volunteer Soldiers
was incorporated into the
newly created Veterans Ad-
ministration and this prop-
erty was designated a VA
medical center. In 1995 a
new domiciliary building was
built on the Leavenworth
campus, and a majority of
the older buildings were va-
cated.

The fate of the his-
toric buildings was uncertain
as preservation forces
joined together to prevent their demolition. A landmark agreement was reached be-
tween the Veterans Administration and Pioneer Group of Topeka for an Enhanced
Use Lease that allowed Pioneer Group to renovate these buildings for other uses.

The Eisenhower Ridge Apartments involves historic rehabilitation of 16 of the
38 buildings in the project, renovating them into 45 apartments.
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Retiring Board Member:
Michael Shaw, Lawrence

Nalini Johnson, Wichita

Message from the President

Kansas preservationists, myself included, headed to Dodge City in May to attend
the annual preservation Conference conducted by the Kansas State Historical Society.

It was a sentimental journey for me, having spent my childhood in Dodge City. In
the many intervening years, | had visited Dodge only once before, about 25 years ago. So
my trip was accompanied by childhood memories virtually unsullied by the passage of time.

My trip to Dodge City brought home to me in a very personal way the importance of
historic preservation. During my brief stay, I took the time - or maybe it would be more
accurate to say that I was compelled - to visit the Sacred Heart Grade School and Cathe-
dral, where I spent every school day of my young life.

In the cathedral, the stucco walls, the red clay tile floors, and the mural behind the
altar were exactly as I remembered them from years of attendance at daily mass. As |
climbed the stairs to the choir loft, I could hear once again the sound of young voices singing
the mass in its original Latin.

Upon entering the grade school, I was thrilled to see that it looked very much as it
had when I was a student over 40 years ago. It had the same red clay tile floors, the same
glazed yellow block walls, the same glossy dark woodwork, and the same transoms over the
doors, all well cared for over the years.

continued on back page

Sally Hatcher Receives The
Muriel Golobay Lifetime
Achievement Award

The Award is in recognition of Sally's many
years and many historic preservation successes in
Leavenworth and in Kansas. Sally has served on
the Leavenworth Preservation Commission, the
Kansas Barn Alliance, Leavenworth County
Historical Society, Freedom's Frontier National
Heritage Area Committee, Preservation Alliance of EE! : e
Leavenworth, Leavenworth Main Street Design
Committee, and on the Board of Directors of the
Kansas Preservation Alliance. Sally was instrumental in the effort to save the
Eisenhower VA Campus in Leavenworth.

The Award was established in 2002 in honor of Murieal Golobay of Cotton-
wood Falls who worked on many preservation projects in her part of the state.
Muriel ws a member of the KPA Board of Directors at the time of her death.

Judith Reynolds presented Sally with artwork by Kansas artists Omer and
Mary Knoll. The painting of Grant's Villa has Sally's name inscribed on a plaque.

National Trust for Historic Preservation Advisors:
Vance Kelley, Topeka
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Bernd Foerster, FAIA



