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The Kansas Preservation Alliance

is dedicated to preserving historic

places in Kansas.  We believe our

state's heritage is one of its

greatest assets - a source of pride

and an irreplaceable resource for

the future.

The Kansas Preservation Alliance, Inc. uses the image

of  the sunflower medallion with permission from W.E.

Norman Corporation, makers of architectural sheet

metal ornaments for nearly 100 years.

The

Kansas Preservation Allliance,

Inc. is supported by our

membership dues,

donations, and special project

grants.  We receive no state or

federal funding.

Preservationists Working

Hard in Topeka

The preservation community has come together to advocate on behalf of

several important buildings in our state capitol.  Topeka has a wonderful stock of

historic resources.  An economic plan for the city that uses these historic resources as

the cornerstone for development would make the city a more attractive place to live

and work plus make the city a tourist destination. The lovely historic buildings and

neighborhoods found throughout Topeka provide the palette for a progressive and

attractive environment that makes the most of the fabric of the city.  The preservation

community is tackling immediate threats to important buildings in Topeka: Bethany

Place, the Menninger Clock Tower, and Sumner Elementary School.    Although none

of these buildings are located in

the historic downtown district,

they have each played an im-

portant role in the city's history.

Historic preservation needs to

become a primary tool in the

economic development of To-

peka.  Reusing, rehabbing, reno-

vating the historic treasures that

Topeka has in abundance makes

economic sense as well as mak-

ing Topeka an inviting city for

Kansans and tourists from

across the country.  People are

drawn to historic streetscapes

because we relate to the scale, fenestration rhythm,  and texture  of historic buildings

and the relationship they have to their settings.

Bethany Place

The original campus of the College of Sisters of Bethany was chartered in

1871, and was the first woman's college in the state of Kansas.  Two original buildings

of Bethany College survive on the campus site.  These architecturally significant

limestone buildings with Gothic Revival features were built in 1875.  The campus is a

state registered site.

Bethany Place
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